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arranged. He comes into our often messy, imperfect lives 
to bring hope, peace, love, and joy.

This Christmas, I’m going to work at keeping my eyes 
focused on the presence of Jesus—especially when things 
don’t go as planned—and watching for Him in the in-
between moments, the spontaneous interruptions, and the 
unexpected places where God continues to show up.

From the Parks family, we hope your Christmas is filled 
with the blessing of God’s presence—in both the planned 
and the unplanned. Merry Christmas, and may you 
experience a blessed close to 2025.
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Christmas is fast approaching, and 
for me that means Christmas Eve is 
almost here. After eight to ten weeks 
of planning, all the preparation will 
finally come to life. Our team at Marion 
Methodist has been hard at work—
lining up musicians for special music, 
coordinating leaders for each part of the 

service, and paying attention to the many details that 
help everything flow together.

This year we’re especially excited to include a children’s 
moment, where kids will be invited forward to hear a 
message just for them and receive a small activity bag 
they can use during the service or later at home. As with 
every year, there is a lot of behind-the-scenes work to 
make these moments meaningful.

As I’ve been thinking about all those details, I’ve 
been reminded that while good planning helps create 
beautiful moments—like passing the light of Christ as 
we sing Silent Night, which will close our services this 
year—some of my favorite Christmas Eve memories 
are the unplanned ones. The talkative child who shares 
a little more than expected. The candle that refuses to 
light in front of everyone. The missed cue followed by an 
awkward silence.

And yet, every service has still been meaningful. Every 
year, joy and peace are shared. Because in the end, 
Christmas isn’t about getting all the details exactly 
right. It’s about shining the light of God on the greatest 
message ever told: that God came to be with us. God 
doesn’t enter our lives because everything is perfectly 



Joys and Concerns

DEATHS:
December 13:  Becky Cravens

January Food Pantry Focus - Canned Fruit

Prayer Requests
1.	 To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, please use 

the Prayer button at the end of the weekly email or on 
the church website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2.	 To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, email 
Vicki Standley, Minister of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Pastoral Care Corner:  Peace
Memories are a very special part of any holiday, especially 
Christmas.  As a pastor’s kid, we always spent a lot of time at 
church and church activities were often the center of our social 
life as well.  Most of his ministry years, Dad served 2-point 
charges in smaller Iowa towns.  So, every year we’d take part 
in or go to 2 Christmas programs, 2 sets of Advent services, 2 
Christmas parties and 2 Christmas Eve services.

Christmas Eve was and still is my absolute favorite part of the 
whole season.  I love the soft lights, the music, the message, 

everything about those moments.  Most 
often one of the churches that Dad 
served was larger than the other and the 
parsonage was usually in the larger town 
as well.  The Christmas Eve service would 
be around 7 or 8pm at the bigger church 

and then at 10 or 11pm in the smaller, more rural church.  
So, after the first service we’d go home, have some Christmas 
cookies, watch tv for a little bit, then head out to the later 
second service.

The service itself was always beautiful, cozier somehow in the 
smaller church and more personal.  Often it would be lightly 
snowing as we left the church late that night, adding to the 
beauty and wonder of Christmas Eve.  My memories of those 
late car rides home are as clear as those long ago crisp night 
skies, with stars shining so brightly it 
seemed you could reach out and touch 
them.  It was easy to imagine one of 
the biggest stars on those cold nights 
could have been the star that shone 
over Bethlehem, or that I might be 
seeing the same night sky the shepherds saw so long ago.

Though the air was crisp and cold, we were warm inside the 
car, a little tired after the long day and the late-night service, 
but with hearts filled with peace and contentment.  All the way 
home I would gaze out the car window, sometimes frosted 

around the edges when it was really 
cold outside, amazed at the beauty and 
calm of those Christmas Eve nights.

This time of year, my heart and mind 
are often filled with those memories of 
long-ago car rides on Christmas Eve.  

I recall the peace and the wonder so magnificently displayed 
on those cold winter nights as I gazed at the stars.  To think 
that God, who created each and every one of those stars and 
knows them all by name, cared about us so much that he sent 
his Son to be born among us.  Because of what God has done 
for me, for us, I can be at peace in all the circumstances of my 
life because I know I’m safe and secure in his hands.  May the 
peace of Christmas live deeply in your hearts this year and in 
all the days to come.

 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” Luke 
2:13-15

God blessings,
Vicki

Sign up for our 2026 4:12 Youth Winter Retreat 
on February 6-8.

Every winter, we get away for a time of fun, fellowship, and 
spiritual growth.

“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 8:32

This year’s theme is Freedom—the true freedom found only in 
Jesus. We hope that students will experience freedom from sin, 
freedom to love, and freedom to live fully for Christ.
Take advantage of the early-bird pricing until December 31 for 
only $49. 

Our goal is for every student, 5th through 12th grade, 
who wants to attend to be able to go. Scholarships are 
available—please get in touch with Gonzo at gsantillan@
marionmethodist.org for more information.

For all the details, go to MarionMethodist.org/winter-retreat



X, Y, Zers Upcoming Speakers:
February 12 ~ Rachael Kumoto, Marion Cares.

March 12 ~ Sleep in Heavenly Peace

April 6 ~ Rich Smith, Prison Ministry

Supporting One Another: Share Your 
Skills and Services

Did you know that within our church family, there are 
skilled professionals and tradespeople ready to help? 
From electricians to accountants, landscapers to tutors, 
we are blessed with members whose talents can be a 
blessing to others.

We’re creating a Church Member Business and Skills 
Directory so that when you have a project, a repair, or 
a service need, you can consider supporting a fellow 
member first.

How You Can Participate:
If you own a business, offer a service, or have a trade 
you’d like others to know about, we invite you to 
register your information. Whether you do this as a 
full-time job, a side business, or simply enjoy helping, 
your skills could meet a real need in our congregation.

Why Join?
•	 Build stronger connections within the church
•	 Support the livelihood of fellow believers
•	 Share your God-given gifts and talents
•	 Be a trusted resource for someone in need

How to Register:
Please submit your name, the type of business or 
skill you offer, contact information, and any relevant 
details (license numbers, website, etc.) to info@
marionmethodist.org.

Let’s come together as a community that not only 
worships together but also supports each other in 
practical ways.

Church Office Closures
Due to the holiday the Church Office and Building will be 
closed the following dates.

Thursday, December 25
Friday December 26
Wednesday, Afternoon December 31
Thursday, January 1

No Wednesday Nights at Marion Methodist on the following 
dates:

Wednesday, December 24
Wednesday, December 31



SUNDAYS
8:15 AM – All-Together Sunday School

9:15 AM – Fellowship Time
•	 Nursery & Preschoolers (Infants through 

4-Year-Olds)
•	 Elementary Kids (PreK - 4th Grade) 
•	

10:15 AM – Pathfinders Bible  
•	 Nursery (Infants–2-Year-Olds)
•	 Preschool (3- & 4-Year-Olds) 
•	 Elementary (Pre-K–4th Grade) 

WEDNESDAYS 6:30 PM 
Pathfinders Club

Sunday, Dec 21
Pathfinders Birthday Party for Jesus 

No Pathfinder Club on Wednesdays until 
January 7

No Elementary Pathfinders on Sunday, 
December 28.

Africa Mission Trip
I was blessed to be able to join the Upper Midwest 
Conference mission trip to South Africa. 
We were in the country for 9 days and each day brought 
a new experience and a way for us to serve.
One of the highlights for me was serving several meals to 
elementary through high school students 
at one of Blessman International’s feeding hubs. We 
peeled 200 eggs each time. I also enjoyed giving 
glasses to high school students. We were blessed to watch 
a new water will being drilled at a
daycare. This daycare had 50 children and no running 
water. The next day we went back to that
day care and installed a drip line irrigation system for 
their garden.

I have many more memories of this great country, but 
everywhere we went we were greeted with
smiles and open arms. The children are very respectful 
and full of faith.

Thank you for supporting this opportunity,
Lee Ann Dielschneider


